National Council of Jewish Women
"Opening Meeting with Jennifer Weiner”

The National Council of Jewish Women celebrated its 120th opening meeting featuring renowned author Jen-
nifer Weiner.

Leslie Levine and Barb Shane were co-chairmen of the event, held at Fairmount Temple, that began with
some 240 patrons enjoying lunch by Executive Caterers. Sandi Bohl and Rhona Jacobsen made the creative book
centerpieces, including a special one of “All Fall Down,” Ms. Weiner’s latest book, which they presented to her.

More than 500 people attending the program were welcomed by NCIJW President Linda Barnett before Leslie
Levine introduced Ms. Weiner. Her anecdotes of getting her first book, “Good in Bed” published were funny and
she related the magic of her second book, “In Her Shaes,” being made into a movie. On a more serious note, Ms.
Weiner said that she is outraged by “publishing sexism of women authors. I write to connect, to entertain; men
who write like that don’t get trashed the way women authors do.” Her new book, “All Fall Down” is about ad-
diction, “the addict who is not the stereotype. It’s not a ‘message’ book but one I hope raises awareness.” STORY
AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY KATHRYN RIDDLE
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